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THIS Srauon was onſy meant to ſerve the 
occaſion for which it was compoſed :—Nor would 
the importiinate requeſt of many of 'the, hearers'in 
different Congregations, Have drawn it from nie, 

had I not been afraid of, reſſſting the call of Provi- 
dence to any thing in my power, thought condu- 
cive to the Church's edification. That its Publica- 
tion may not be without ſome. fruit tothehonour 
of the Lord of the harveſt, is the prayer oh 
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| ROMANS x. 10. 
For Furr? the heart man believeth unto righteauſm 


and with the won elfen is made unto N 
tion. 


| HIS verſe is intended to llufrate the wa | 
trine taught in the preceding one. In the 
F: -/# part of it, the apoſtle ſhews how men attain 
2 to juſtification not by works of 10 
kind which they themſelves have done, or cand 
but by believing, in the exerciſe of faith ofi hy 
righteouſneſs 1 the divine Redeemer, who fulfilled 
the whole law in the nature, and in the name bf his 
people : far then what he did and ſuffered: is imput- 
ed to them, as if in their own perſons they had ac- 


compliſhed all; and 1b, boaſting being cut off from We” 


: 


the creature, free grice has the whole glory © 
| With the heart man thus believeth unto righteouſnef 3 
Faith is not an airy notion, coming no man Knows 5 
how, proceeding upon grounds no man knows what? 
nor is it a mere aſſent of the ſpeculative underſfand- 
ing to any particular doctrine of ſcripture, or the 
ſeveral doctrines of it taken in connexion. The Beurt 


is no leſs engaged in the exerciſe of faith than tle 


mind, though in a different way. As the whole 
foul is ſubdued by the power of Jehovah's arm, ſo im 
| believing the whole ſoul goes forth after the Vue ought 
of Chriſt, his righteouſneſs and ſalvation. le - 
the underſtanding gives full credit to the g * re- 
port, che heart conſents to be laved in * of _. 
5 A 


12 
grace through Chriſt, and ſo accepts of the gift of 
righteouſneſs, and of a free ſalvation by it, as exhi- 
bited and offered in that report. A perſon ſo be- 
lieves the divine declaration in the word of truth, 
as heartily to cloſe with all that is there ſet forth and 
made over to him as his own, to be held and enjoy- 
ed in the way of receiving it; particularly and imme- 
diately appropriating the Lord's righteouſneſs, as an 


everlaſting ſecurity againſt the ſtroke of vindictive 


Juſtice. Thus it is placed to his account, and be- 
comes his property, of which nothing can deprive 
In the ether part of the verſe, which we propoſe 


more particularly to conſider, an important duty, 


flowing from faith, is mentioned and recommended 
to our practice — And with the mouth confeſon is made 
unto ſalvation, The confeſſion here is an outward ex- 


preſſion of our faith, notifying how our hearts ſtand 


affected to precious Chriſt in his perſon and Mediati- 


on, to his truths and ways, his work and intereſt in 
the world. It is a declaration what account we make 
of him as the ſent and ſealed of the Father, according 
to the revelation made of him in the word ;—inti- 
ma ting, that, having through grace believed on 
him with the heart, and devoted ourſelves to his 
glory, we are refolved, in the power of the fame 
grace, to walk in his ways, and, at every expence, 
cleave to his intereſt and cauſe. This confeſſion is 
made unto ſalvation ;—Not as if the eonfefhouitfelf, or 
12 circumſtance attending it, has in it any merit, 
leſs or more, for ſalvation. The man who believes 
with the heart, and ſo makes a confeſſion in the due 
order, is, in that very believing, brought into a ſtate 
of ſalvation. Though his faith does no more confer 
2 gigi to ſalvation than his works, yet in the exer- 
ciſe of that grace he is actually poſſeſſed of a right 


_ througltf Cunts r, as the Lord his righteouſneſs, to 


all the felicity and glory contained in God's cove- 
nant ; a right that can never be invalidated, or ſo 


much as queſtioned oa any proper grounds, But 
f — ſtill 


1 


ſalvation which lies in the 


. 
ſill confeſſion” is 2 me of: God appointment for 
building us up in Chriſt, and arriving At chat Full 
promiſe 3 a8 it * one 
leading way. in which divine mn; pay opting ot 
proper force in the heart, and dueiy regulated, 
fo our intereſt in Chriſt and his ſalvation is 1 | 
ced to ourſelves and others. © For faith of fatAti 
in fuitable exerciſe, naturally leads to confeſſion a | 
an important and neceſſary piece of duty, in attenti- 
on to which, we are toh)expect the confummation of 
all our hopes. After this ſhort view of the words; 
what we. deſign further, through divine aid, #'to i 
luftrate that confeſſion of Chriſt, which is re quired of 
Chriſtians in conſequence of heir — with the 
heart; and then fate ſome of the obligations to ſuck 


a confeſſion, with à ſhort ' improvement. "Now the 


confeſſion here recommended to us, is an open, Joi 
full, pointed, uniform and fladfaft confellion ; hy 
may, and ſometimes ſbotuld be. made b y lm bath, 
upon full conviftion, and ought always to be juſtified 
by a ſuitable converſation. A confeſtion that is * 
FirsT, Public and open ; for it is to he mad 
with the mouth, that all may hear it. What we have 
learned of Chriſt, is to be publiſhed as it were upon 
the houſe top, and with ſound '6f trumpet, in our 
confeſſion. It is very properly,” no doubt, made to 
God in ſecret. A believing care win be often tel- 
ling a gracious Father its thoughts about him, abort 
the Son of his love, the perſon's only Saviour and 
bope, about the myſtery of grace in him, and the 
deep obligations he is under to obey his voice. "if 
confiders a call to God's ſervice as a high privile 
and cannot refrain from teſtifying at his throne, v wit 
the utmoſt ſatisfaction and warmth; as David, 8. OR 
Lord, truly I am thy ſervant, I am thy ſervant v. 


But this is not all. It will preſent a manta! the 


world as a confefing member of Chriſt, that others 


may. be won to ſo perfect and dear a Redeemer. 


A 2 The 
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The Chriſtian has every reaſon to be aſhamed of hlms 
ſelf, whatever the ſpirit of hohneſs has accompliſhed 


in him ; but no cauſe to bluſh on his Lord's ac- 
count; and therefore boldly ſtands forth on his fide, 


in the face of the greateſt danger and hardſhip. 


Could he keep his faith and hope to himſelf without 
fin, he would not chuſe it. This would ga far to 
ſave his credit with the men of the world indeed, nor 
will he court obſervation for its own fake; but he 
wiſhes the praiſes of Chriſt to be made glorious ;— 
thinking it his honour, rather than any abaſement, 
that ever he was called to ſuch fellowſhip. Night 
diſciples, like Nicodemus, conſult their paltry intereſts 
more than Chriſt's glory. Though they be accept- 
ed as to their fate, as Fo/eph of Arimathea was, their 
condutt is very linful, and as ſuch condemned by the 
Lord. It is left as a heavy cenſure upon ſome in the 
days of Chriſt's fleſh, that they © believed on him,” 
or-pretended to do ſo ; „ but becauſe of the Phariſees 
« they did not confeſs him, leſt they ſhould be put 


s put out of the ſynagogue. For they loved the 


A praiſe of men more than the praiſe of God“. A 

believer, acting in character, willingly goes forth wi-- 

thout the camp, bearing Chriſt's reproach. The de- 
vil's fervants openly avow their maſter and his work ; 

--and{hould he ſpeak of Chriſt with a whiſpering voice 

In a corner, as if afraid his relation and ſubjection to 

him ſhould, by any means, be diſcovered ? 

The Lamb's followers are repreſented as ſtanding 
on mount Sion, ſo conſpicuous that alt might ſee 
them, having his Father's name, in the moſt legible 
characters, written on their foreheads + None could 


- Jook them in the face, without eaſily obſerving to 


whom they belonged. The three Hebrew worthies 
might have enjoyed, without ſuſpicion, the favour 
of their prince, had they concealed their faith, and 
done homage to him as the other ſycophants of his 
court: but they would have it known in the moſt 


politive, 


* 


® John . 42, 43 · + Rev. xiv. 1. 


11 gap? 


positive, determinate and public manner, that they 
would not ſerve his gods, nor worſhip: the image 
which he had ſet up *, With what courage did Pe- 
ter confeſs his Maſter ta the Fewi/h council, though, 
not long before, he had trembled at the remark of a 
filly, maid, and ſhockingly abjured him? % Be it 
« known unto you, and to all the people of Iſrael, 
« that by the name of Jeſus of Nazareth, whom ye 
« crucified, whom God raiſed from the dead, even by, 
« him doth this man ſtand here before you whole f. 
And when he and his brethren were charged, under 
the ſevereſt penalties, to fall from that open conſeſ- 
ſion, they wauld not much as take it into conſidera - 
tion t. They could not but approve of the ſpirit ot 
David, and reſolve at all hazards to expreſa ãt z— I 
60 will ſpeak of thy teſtimonies alſo before kings, 
whoſe favour is as a cloud of the latter rain, but whoſe» - 
wrath is as meſſengers of death; and yet fays he, 
% I will not be aſhamed.” —Such is the confeſſion: 
which Chriſt requires, not of ſome few only, but of 
all his friends, He hates the daſtardly ſpirit that 
{kulks behind any worldly pretexts whatever His. 
words preſent at once noble encouragement, and a 
very awful certification, « Whoſoever ſhall confeſs! 
me before men, him will I confeſs before m H 
ether which is in heaven. But whoſoever ſhall de- 
deny me before men, him will Lalſo deny: before my 
Father which is in heaven .“ And, not to confeſs 
him, upon all proper occaſions, in the {eyeral ways 
he has appointed, is upon the matter the ſame jas 
denying him, No wonder he-is aſhamed of inch cole 
hearted, and cowardly pretenders. 

SECOND, Joint. To confeſs Chriſt is certain 
ly incumbent on individuals. as. ſuch, and by them 
ſelves ſeverally ; nor is there one of us ſo. little'con+: 
nected with the world, as not to be furniſhgd in oc- 
caſions when * is highly ere and may be a 

conſide- 


* ol iii. 13. ＋ Ads iv. to. Þ v. 19, 20. 
S Plal, ex x 46. Maktu. X. 33, 33 . 
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chnliderable trial of our kelth and fortitude; eſpetial+ 
I among thoſe, who are enemies to every diſtinguiſu- 
ing confeſſion of Chriſt, or filled” with uncommon 
indignation and rancour ' againſt that confeſſion, 


Vvhich we find ourſelves obliged to make. But be- 


ſides this; the Lord looks for a confeſſion from us 
in romunction wish our brethren. Hence is the call 
giyento'the church general, which muſt extend to 
every member in connexion, “ Contefs thy God, O 
« Sion .“ The confeſſion is to be made by her in 
her united collective capacity, and by her members 
in their fcial, conmect᷑d ſtate, as parts of the ſame vi- 
fible profeſſing ſociety. Such was the confeſſion of 
the primitive Chriſtians. They that gladly receiv- 
ei ed tlie word were baptized, and were added to the 
ci church,” in her confeſſing character, * and conti- 
« nued in theapoſtles doctrine, and fellowſhip, in 
«breaking of bread and in prayer +.” Such allo is 
the confeftion of thoſe with the Lamb on mount Si- 
on before referred to. They do not ſtand quite de- 
tached; as owning no connexion with, or relation to 
each other, but as one company, with the Lamb at 
their head, jointly avou ing him and his deſpiſed, per- 
ſecuted- intereſts. Such is the confeſſion meant in 
our text, as the word itfelf implies. In this confeſſi- 
on a ſtandard is diſplayed for the king of Sion, and' 
church4amembers take their place by it, as ſoldiers 
ſet inranks, appearing for the perſon and authority 
of their- prince. 

Vnion and conſent gives a peculiar dignity and 
force” to our confeſſion of Chriſt. So far as it ex- 
tends, it ſnews we are one in the truth; and there 
is nothing of the kind that reflects more honour on 
Chriſt, and commands greater reſpect to the goſpel 
and its friends, than to fee them firmly joined toge- 
ther in the ſame mind, and in the faine judgment. 
The unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, forces 


veneration in the breaſts of its moſt determined ad- 
Veriaries: 


1 Pſalm exlix. ba,” 1 Acts ii. 41, 42. 


T7 = 
verſaries, Thus the church appears fair as tie mon, 
clear as the fun, and terrible as an army with banners. 
Hence it makes a leading petition in our Lord's pra- 
er, „ That they all may be one, as thow Fathes Art 
ein me, and I in thee, that they may alſd be une 
en us, that the world may believe Jon thou haft 
« fent me *,” It gives Weißht as well as dignity" to 
what is declared, as when many witnefles concur in 
one teſtimony. If any one of them be a man of pro- 
bity, we are bound to believe his declaration, anleſs 
there be the ſtrongeit reaſons to ther contrary but 
when numbers ſpeak the tame thing, the evidence 
is irreſiſtible; unleſs we have abſolutely fallen under 
the power of the moſt obſtinate incredulity. To 
which we may add, that by this means Chriſtiats 
ee one another's. hands. Friends are diſ- 
tinguiſhed from enemies, and they ſer whon they 
can truſt, Finding they are not left alone in ſagood 
\ a work, they are encouraged to greater reſolutions 
tirmnefs, and honeſty ; particularly, it goes 4 great 
way to keep them in countenance, when multxudes 
ſtand pointing to them with the finger, as if by their 
confeſſion, they were made a ſpectacle to angets and 
men, or reduced to another ſpecies of beings; than 
thoſe who appear in the fame human form. Thus 
too they make themſelves ſure of ſympathy, * — 
poſſible fupport from their brethren, under 
or future trials, in abiding by the duties, and — 
ing out the ends of their common confeſſion. When 
the builders are conſiderable in number, tho? fem in 
compariſon of thoſe that are at cafe in Sion, or are 
tec for her affliction, - the work goes on with greater 
alacrity and diſpatch, while. ppolition-is more di- 
couraged. If in any caſe, eminently in this, 3 ron, 
ſharpneth iron, ſo does the face of à man his Kind. 
Two are better than one; for if the one fall, the o- 
ther will raiſe him up 3. and a chreetold gord is not ea- 
- ily broken. | 


THINK Dr 


* John xvii, 27. 


"wx 
— TainDLY, Extenſive and full. Our confeſſion 
has its proper bounds. It muſt not, upon any con- 
fideration, reach to the doctrines and commandments 
of men: for in ſo far we become the ſervants of men 
and caſt off the authority of Jeſus Chriſt: It is high- 
ly diſhonouring to our Lord in all reſpects; particu- 
larly as it gives a falſe account of him to the world. 
Whoever inſiſt upon it, therefore, and whatever 
temptations be preſented, we may not in theſe things 
touch, taſte or handle. To the law, and to the teſ- 
timony. The word of God in this, as in other things, 
is our only rule. Our confeſſion muſt not add-to 
that word; but ſhould be ſo extenſive as to ſhun no- 
thing it lays before us. Nay, we are to he careful in 
the uſe of all appointed means, that our confeſſion 
and the oracles of God be of the ſame extent the 
one being an exact declaration of what is teſtified in 
the other. The injunction laid on the apoſtles, as 
to their miniſtry, will apply to our confeſſion 4 for 
we are to believe what they, as Chriſt's ambaſſadors, 
have declared, and what is believed, is alſo to be 
confeſſed, —Now it was our Lord's charge to them, 
to teach the church to obſerve all things whatſoever 
he ſaid unto them +. , We are not to make our own 
fancies, . or thoſe of other men, be their ſtation ever 
ſo high, their learning ever ſo great, or their piety 
ever ſo eminent, the matter of our faith and confeſ- 
ion : but whatever, under the conduct of the divine 
Spirit, we can gather from ſcripture, as bearing the 
ſtamp of divine authority, muſt have place according 
to its importance and connexion. Whatever is the 
faith of the goſpel, and as ſuch has been delivered to 
the ſaints for their edification, and as a ſacred truſt, 
that we are honeſtly to appear for, though in the 
field of contention even unto blood. If we exclude 
any part of it, whether immediately relating to doc- 
trme, worſhip, or church-order, we mangle the 
faith, 
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faith, and detract from our Lord's s glorious charafter 
exhibited in the wbbds! ft # nh nt Miao ok 
There are many articles of revelation, chat Ae 
profeſſed Chriſtians. call ue or doubtful but we 
muſt not allow their opinion to frame our creed. 
The voice of the Spirit ſpeaking to the churches, and 
not their humours or prejudices, we are to attend to. 
One hint from him, who ſearcheth all things, even 
the deep things of God, is certainly intitled to great- 
er regard than all the volumes of their cunning craf- 
tingls.—Theve are articles, which ſome — to take 
a pleature in hiſſing out of the churches, under the 
notion of their being /ma/l and indiſfrrent, punctilict, 
or, circumſtantials, and 10 not worth taking into 
our confeſſion; but to repreſent any point of reve- 
velation, be it what it will, in this light, —-we can 
hold for no other than open blaſphemy. - For, tho 
it be truc, there are ſome points ſmall in compariſon 
of others, yet ſince they come from God they muſt 
be precious in themſelves, ot vaſt concern to the 
church's edification, and worth contending for unto 
bonds and death. They hold an important place in 
the ſyſtem of divine truth or ordinances, and ſuch 
as no, other thing can fill. Beſides, by the relation 
in which they ſtand to other things, they acquire ad- 
ditional: excellency and importance. Every ſtone in 
a building is not a foundation ſtone, but it is related 
to it, and every other in the building. In pulling it 
out, you, in ſo far, ſpoil the beauty of the whole e- 
difice and weaken it. To all ſuch looſe and blaſ 
phemous ſuggeſtions, ſo common and faſhionable in 
our times, which appear to multitudes-pertectly rea- 
ſonable, and the effect « of extraordinary illumination, 
in reſpect of our faith and confeſſion we have unly to 
reply with Moſes, in another caſe, There ſhall 
« not an hook be left behind, for thereof muſt we 
« take to ſerve the Lord our God. Such a confeſ- 


ſion places us with thoſe on mount ie who! bad not 
ome 


, » „ Exod. X. 36. 
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whole of it, ſo far as they had been inſtructed, on 


their foreheads. Though it may be granted, that e- 
very letter of his name is not a capital one, to ſpeak 


To, and that all points in our confeſſion are not of 


the ſame conſequence; yet every letter belongs to 


the unity and glory of his name, and to the perfecti- 

on of our teſtimony. izt t e 500 
FoukTHLY,' Pointed. The circumſtances of 

the church, and accordingly of her members, are 


continually changing. In no two generations, per- 


haps, is her condition preciſely the ſame, either in 
relation to her own internal concerns, or the out- 


ward aſpect of providence toward her. Though fair 


as the moon, in theſe reſpects ſhe is nearly as incon- 
ſtant; and our confeſſion ſhould agree as much as 
pofſible to her circumſtances : the more does ſhe 
appear like herſelf, and the better does ſhe ſerve the 


purpoſes of her erection, both as to the edification of 


her own members and the information of the world, 
when it is ſo. Her public confeflion, it is true, ne- 
ver ſhould be altered but upon mature-deliberation, 


anda careful compariſon of word and providence '; 


but it is no leſs certain, that theſe ſhould be ſtudied 
with the moſt fixed attention, and her confeflion 
ſuited to the intimations of the Lord's mind by 
them. 571 

No period of time has ever yet paſſed over the 
church, and perhaps, never will, in which ſome par- 


ticular truths or ordinances have not been eminently 


the preſent truth, and the word of Chriſt's patzence ; 


to which her attention is more particularly and im- 


mediately to be turned, and in abiding by which) 


her faithfulneſs and zeal will be ſignally tried. To 


diſcover this we have a very juſt and eaſy rule, -what- 
ever part of the church's faith or practice the malig- 
nity of men and devils is eſpecially pointed. againſt, 
labouring by all methods in their power to ſubvert, 
corrupt or deprive her of, that is the preſent truth, 
and the word of the Redecmer's patience ; of conſe- 

| : quence 
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quence. the edge of our conbeſſion is in a particular, 
and in the moſt pointed manner, to be laid that way 
as ſoldiers, in a camp or: garriſon, find it at once their 
duty and intereſt, to fly to that quarter where: he 

briſkeſt attack is made, and there exert their at 
force. This miiſt be the caſe, if we mean to deſen 
the truth with ſucceis, or indeed if we wiſh: to make 
any approved and effectual oppoſition at all to the 
adverfary. l ; F d a We <4 W* 7 111 10 1 | > 
Such a pointed confeflion has heen 2 great-object 
to the faithful in all generations, both under the old 
and new difpenſation.- We - ſhall confine: ourſelyes 
to a few examples under the Hatter. {Immediately 
on the erection of the new [Teſtament church, the 

great points were the Divinity, the Męſſabſbin and 
reſurrection of our Lord; and you: all know how 
pointed and expreſs the church was in her confeſſion 
of theſe truths. Soon after, her freedom from che 
law of ceremonial ordinances be me an /additional” 
article, violently oppoſed. by the adverſary ; and to- 
ward this was her confeſſion turned . Not many 
years after this, again, ſhe was peſtered with a ſet of 
filthy dreamers, called Gneftits, in endleſs diviſions and 
ſub-diviſions; and her teſtimony was framed accor- 
dingly f. At - the. reformation from Popery, the 
great truth, diftinguiſhed'from a multitude of oth- 
ers, was a ſinner's juſtification before God, through 
faith in Chriſt's righteouſneſs alone; and this of 
courſe: made a capital figure in the confeſſions of all 
the Proteſtant churches 6. To run through all the 
contendings of the faithful fince that time, in our 
own land, according to their circumſtances, for the 
kingly prerogatives of Chriſt, the purity of goſpels. 
worthip, and the ſcriptural conſtitution. and order of 
the church, would be tedious in this place. We 
muſt, however, recommend them to your. peruſal 
and inquiry, as preſerved in the authentic hiſtories 
Jn) B 2 77" 8: e 
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of theſe times, and containing a very clear illuſtration 
' of the obſervation before us. Such are the evil days, 
into which we have fallen, that in ſome reſpects, it 
is Hard to ſay, what part of the Chriſtian ſyſtem has 
been moſt audaciouſly attacked: but this ſhews how 
particular and, explicit our , confeſſion ſhould be. 
Chriſtians are not to think ſtrange that a confeſſion 
of this kind ſhould expoſe them to the fierceſt reſent- 
ment of the world; for the teſtimony of the witneſ- 
les ever has, and in the nature of things ever muſt, 
prove the moſt exquiſite torment to the men who 
dwell on the earth, when it is iaid c/ofe againſt their 
favourite opinions or practices; and this muſt ſti- 
mulate them to run with fury all the length of their 
chain in order to reſent the indignity, and ſet them- 
ſelves at eaſe; yet we are not to be diſcouraged, 
ſince our Lord has enough to bear all the expence 
"bftltwarfkare. | i 95D 1 2 10 
*\/FiETHLY, Conſiſtent and uniform. Every part 
of our confeſſion muſt be of the ſame kind, and con- 
fiſtent with another part. Truth is ever in harmo- 
ny with itſelf. Tho' comprehending a great num- 
der of articles, revealed truth is, and always muſt 
de ſo. There may be, and often is great difficulty 
for us to perceive the harmony and agreement of 
one thing with another; ſuch is the weakneſs of our 
underſtandings when moſt enlarged, and its dark- 
neſs when moſt enlightened; but the conſiſtence is 
perfect: elſe ſuch a revelation could not be from 
God who is one, and never contradicts himſelf. Such 
ought our confeſſion to be, and ſuch, if indeed ſcrip- 
tural, it muſt be. Without uniformity, let men pre- 
tend what they pleaſe, and urge their pretenſions 
with ever ſo much zeal, there is ſome notable flaw 
in their confeſſion. Wood, hay or ſtubble are built 
upon the foundation. Something of a very different 
nature from the doctrine of Chriſt enters thein creed; 
elſe it would be all of a piece, — every article reflect- 


ing light and beauty upon another. Nor without 
— | this 


2 
f 
\ l 
l 
þ * 
4 
7 
* 
bi 
"WW 
= * 
4. 
. 


4X * — — 
1 
- . 


— 


r 

— A 

-- 3+ uy * 
— — 


— — 


' i = 
= mn... wa —_— 
2 2 has 45-65 


Cw) 
this can we rationally expect our confeſſion will gain 
credit and eſteem, except among thoſe under the 
power of the ſame deception. - What hold can we 
lay upon the teſtimony of witneſſes, who do not a- 
gree? and howſhall men truſt that confeſſion which 
is at war with itſelf ? Whatever prevails with us in 
making it, we attempt to palm abſurdities on the 
Moſt High, and deſtroy our own characters, as wit- 
neſſes of his name. In this even Peter, though a . 
pillar, failed exceedingly on a certain occaſion; ſo far 
as his principles could be gathered from his conduct. 
Before the Jet came to Antiach, he maintained the 
clofleſt and moſt familiar intercourſe with the Gen- 
tiles, and ſo confeſſed that the wall of partition was 
broken down; but after their arrival, he ſeparated 
himſelf, and fo profefled, that this wall was ſtill 
ſtanding in all its extent and height: therefore aui 
withſtood him to the face, .and. very juſtly reproved 
him. He was much to be blamed for not walking 
uprightly, and with uniformity declaring the 
of the goſpel. So, many teachers in Gatatia and o- 
ther quarters betrayed themſelves, while theꝝ held 
the obligation of the ceremonial law even upon the 
Gentiles, and yet confeſſed, that Chriſt the ſubſtance 
of all theſe ſhadows was come in the fleſh, ay 
one offering had made an end of fin. 1, 
Toapply this to our own times. We cannot eonleſs 
that Chriſt is the alone king and head of his church, 
and yet confeſs that the ſupreme magiſtrate has right 
to cenſure her miniſters as he pleaſes, to diſſolve her 
aſſemblies, or at his own hand to appoint her religi- 
ous faſts that her privileges are ſacred, and the 
example of the apoſtolic times binding,and yet plead, 
that a Patron by himſelf, or with the concurrence-of 
a few heritors and elders, or any other ſet of men of 
a like deſcription, have power to nominate and eſta- 
bliſh her public teachers, in direct oppolition, to, and 
in contempt of her firmeſt remonſtrances that her 
judicatories can make no laws to bind the confcien- 
ces of her miniſters and mempers, anl yet contend, 
that 


Cw) 
that implicit obedience muſt be yielded to all their 
| deciſions, though not only deſtitute of all foundation, 


in the word of God, but contrary to it, and ſubver- 
five- of ber beſt- ingen Theſe things, however, 
have long obtained in this. national church. Me can- 
not confeſs, that it is our duty to ſeparate from ſuch 
a church on account of theſe and the like evils, ob- 
ſtinately perſiſted in, and yet confeſs, that it is law- 
ful to ſwear a Burgeſs: cath, bearing that we are re- 
ſolved to abide by the true religion preſently profeſ- 
fed, and by law eftablithed in this country, amount- 
ing to an oath of full and laſting communion with 
the fame church ;—or that eovenanting is a duty of 
moral obligation, and yet plead, that it is not to be 
attempted as a mean of reformation in our times,— 
times of the greateſt corruption and backſliding, a- 
greeably to the practice of the church in ſuch times 
—becauſe, in ſo far, our confeſſion deſtroys itſelf. 
Yet theſe things are held by our brethren on the o- 
ther fide of the Seceſon. We cannot confeſs, that 
the ordinances of worſhip in the laſt times are ſim- 
ple and ſpiritual, and the order of God's houſe is 
Preſbytevial only and yet confeſs, that Prelatiſis and 
Independents, who contend for a very different wor- 
| thip or church order, - abide in the ſtated obſervance 
of it, revile and impugn what we are perſuaded has 
alone the ſanction of divine authority, muſt neceſ- 
farily be admitted to all the intimacies of church- 
fellowſhip ; or that we are to love all thoſe who, in 
the judgment of charity, appear to be ſaints, ſo as 
to admit them to all the privileges of our holy com- 

munion; and yet plead, that we are at liberty to 
diſcharge in the moſt public and frontleſs manner, 
all the filth of our hearts upon their reputation, or 
declare they have no intereſt in the Redeemer's pro- 
Pitiatory ſacrifice and death, who preſume to differ 
from us, and oppofe our follies; becauſe thus, too, 
the eredibility of our confeſlion is anuihilated. 
Theſe things, however, are confeſſed by the Relief. 
—We cannot confeſs, with the ſcriptures, that be- 
cauſe 
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tauſe the powers that be, are of God, we me 000 
to give obedience in things lawful, not only for wrath, 
but alſo for eonſcience ſake; and that prayers are to 
be made for all men, particularly for kings ànd all 
that are in authority ; or with the Wejtmin/itr ton- 
feffier, that * infidelity” and difference in 
« doth not make void the magiſtrates juſt and legal 
te authority, nor free the people from due obedience 
« to him ;” and yet profeſs; we owe no ſubjeftion 
to the preſent civil powers, and ought to caſt them' 
out of our prayers z becauſe here, likewife,' our 
confeſſion would contradi& itſelf. Tt woutd be eaſy 
to multiply inſtances, and apply them particularly z 
but theſe may ſuffice as a ſpecimen of the inconſiſt- 
eney to be found in many confeſſions, ſuch as, by - 


all means, we are to avoid, We are far from = ® 


ing the confeſſions made by theſe parties on the 
ground in other things; and we are as far fbom 
thinking that few of thoſe who make them have 
believed with the heart. Alas ! how liable are the 
beſt men to prejudice and miſtake ] but Wwe may be 
permitted to affirm, that it is ſomething 'dfe*thih 
faith, that can eſpouſe and confeſs ſuch inconfiſteri- 
cies and contradictions, 

SIXTHLY, Stedſaſt. We are apt to form x phor 
opinion of a man and his declaration, who fays ore 
thing to-day, another thing an hour after, or tö- 
morrow ; eſpecially in matters of importance! We 
hold ſuch a perſon unfit for ſociety, and utterly un- 
worthy of it. He will always meet with his own pro- 
per reward in this reſpect, that none of his acquain- 
tances will regard his teſtimony, even when be de- 
clares the truth. And what ſort of a figure muſt 
that confeſſion make, which; being regulated by a 
man's fancy or his preſent humour, by his attach- 
ments or connections, by his credit, conventente or 
what A . to be his intereſt, is ſcarce two days 
the fame ? Now he is quite poſitive, that this or the 
other t ing is a part of Chriſt's nam which, there- 
fore, he is bonnd to confels : then he is no leſs c cer- 


SF By 

' tain,” that theſe things make ue part of his name, 
and, therefore, he is obliged to renounce them, and 
confeſs the contrary. This man is like a reed ſhak- 
en of the wind. Does he not reſemble children, toſ- 
ſed to and fro, and driven nd 09 with every wind of 
doctrine — or at leaſt he is ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth. It 15 
hard to ſay where he will ſettle, if ever he find reſt. 
Much better we make no confeflion at all, than ſuch 

2 one; for we could not take a more effectual way 
to convince all with whom we are converſant, that 
we make {port with every thing awful and important: 
nay, that all religion is a fancy, and the lively ora- 
cles of God a fable. Be they who they will, men 
will find it, in every refpect, a ſnare to devour that 
2 is holy, and after lawful oaths to make en- 

N. 

feſnons of this kind Chriſt will not own. 
He ſtrictly enjoins us to hold the profefiion-of our 
faith, not as to the ſubſtance only, but all the arti- 
cles * concerns of it; not in a ſtate of uncertainty, 
with a mind prepared to receive every novel opinion 
that becomes the faſhion of the day, and ſo ready 
to deſert the good old way at the call of every fluttex- 
ing upſtart ;—but to Fd it faſt without wavering t, 
allowing no inclination of mind to the right hand cr 
to the left. The direction to the church of T hyatira 
is as proper for us as for her, and comes with the 
ſame authority.“ I will put upon you none other 
burden, but that which ye have already: hold faſt,” 
—intimating, as our faith and the confeſſion of it is 
precious and important, all ſorts of oppoſition, re- 
quiring the firmeſt exertion, will be made to us.— 
How long ? till we be offended: with ſome of our 
brethren, or lay ourſelves open to diſcipline ; till we 
be ſet in different circumſtances by providence, or 


till another humour rike us ? till ſome curious 
* tenet 
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T Prov. xx. 25. | + Heb, x. 23. 


| (E297 )J 
tenet be forged. — of mughtineſe, 
till we fee it Fpnvwenient from ſome {clfith; way L 
conſideration to change ? No; but * till I come 
We are to keep our poſt, in all ſeaſons, armed againſt 
_ Every enemy, in the midſt of all tempt ati: ill 
our Lord if us from this military leruice, and 
call us home. This is bi acc te hun, 
Thou holdeſt faſt my name, Pi hatt not genßed 


« my faith, not even in theſe days.whenein Antipas 
« was my faithful martyr, and though placed-where 


'<« Satan's _ is 7.“ And to 8 church 
„Thou haſt a little ſtren h, and N "word, 
c and haft not denied 70 name N 
ſmiles nor the frowns, not all 2 terrom aer - 
vours ef the Baby/snian monarch could prevalwith 
the three noble yourhs, ſhove Merrell any to e 
leaſt to flinch from their confeſſion 3 Br had? 2 
threatenings audd ill uſage of the 
leaſt weight with the apoſtles. Herein db 
left us an example that we ſhould follow chetr N 
for as Chriſt in his perſon ĩs ever the ſame, d 5 
truths aud ways z nor is he leſs faithful who hath 
promiſed now, than in any former generation. Uf 
we have mingled any iutereft | with His in our con- 
feſſion, have avowed” any ching ie . 
owns, chis is our fir. ; and to in it, 
bigh degree of criminality to bur affence. at | 
we have ſaid no other things than the P wary 
apoſtles have done, it is at our peril, Me | 
hand from the plough, and hall rd needs ads 
'SEVENTHLY, Cunfeſſion , | eee 
oug bt to be made with the te mnity fan Some 
times we ſay; for we do not plead far it as, betet 7 
at all times, and in all circumiſtanses of, the 
but when the conſpirzcy runs high aal and 
dis anointed : vacn it is a day WEE Lance, Hon 9 
: 6m » | 1 7 | > 10 Dips 
- 
OF ev. . 24,2 +, "TS 6: 4 
aft ata to + Chap. 64 76. 2652, | 
a ſome conlidetable ieng'h; on the AH ©, 5. . 
Fienanting 
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"and backſliding ; when reformation is attempt in 
\ the midſt of great difficulties ; or when temptations 
RIOT 200 271 eee of. RO RT: 0 
- +yenanting ; but on further conſideration, it does not appear 
--4xpedient at preſent. On ſome | conn occaſion: this mav 
de attempted with more propri 25 i ſhall only, at this 
dime, mention a few things, which make me inclined, to 
think a time of divifion among protefled Chriſtians a very 
proper ſeaſon for that exerciſe, We j 
Fit: The truth is not ſo eaſily diſcovered in ſuch a 
time. Such is our blindneſs, ſuch are out prejudices and 
temptations, that it is hard for many to attaip the knowledge 
And 1 of the truth in its purity at any time, in the 
midiit of the beſt opportunities ; much more in a great di- 
verſity of opinions, when the moſt erroneous and abſurd te- 
; | its are coloured over by all ways of ſophiſtry and miſre- 
. preſentation. The very heat and contradiction of parties 
_ are, ready to raiſe a cloud upon it, N to weaker 
Cghriſtians, asd thoſe who have comparatively few advanta- 
des for their information. At ſuch a time, therefore, the 
- church is obliged to be as full and E as explicit and 

clear in her confeſſion as poſſible, that ſhe may communicate 
all her light, with the moſt ſolemn affutances of her ſince- 


rity. * YES 
| "> Ferondly The ruth is then in the greateſt danger of 
_ Suffering. The' diviſions were multiplied without end, 
truth cas only be found on one fide, as to the points in 
which the ſeteral parties differ. It is impoſhble that all 
can be right, or indeed any two of them in theſe things, 
In ſo far then as thoſe in miſtake ar / — and defend their 
on corrupt opinions, and ſet themſelves againſt the oppo- 
ite points, do they make war upon the truth. By what 
methods, alas ! we have daily evidence, Is there a mean 
of God's appointment for the defence and preſervation of 
the Redeemer's intereſts in the power of the faithful, that 
ſhould be a wanting in ſuch perilous days ? Should not the 
banner, in the moſt full and open manner, be then diſplay- 
ed, if we would not have the truth intirely ſubverted and 
wreſted from us ? Confeſſion by aalh is an ordinance of God 
_ excellently. calculated for managing this neceflary and ho- 
nourable- warfare with ſacceſs. In what ſeaſon, therefore, 
. can i be more properly employed? or bow are theſe vali- 
ant for he truth, who own. it a duty clear from the word 
ol God, and yet decline it in ſuch a ſeaſon? . 
"Thirdly ; There will naturally be leſs mutual confidence 
a a day of diviſion. In a divided diſtracted ſtate of a nati - 
on, much more when matters are come the length of open 
civil wat, na man knows whom he can truſt, Every one F. 
16 fe 4 8 1 f F res y 
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10 apoſtacy are more than ordinary ſtrang,;—in,theſe | 


and the like ſeaſons, we may, and,ought to confeſs 


Chriſt by ſolemn oath. H we are to tt penn rb 
IFC 41. e 


ready to be filled with ſuſpicion of his neighbour, even under 


appearances of friendſhip, - 80, in a time when dis run 
'bigh in the church, even when churth members walk in the 
ſame diſtinct communion, and, by chair doing fo, 


to be d in all th ce thei prof on re they 
o de agreed in à e concerns r mon, 0 


open to ſufpicion' and jealouſy. one of another ; eſp 

when they conſider their reſpective temprations'to a A 
and obſerve ſome falli on this &de and on that, per- 
haps on the very lighteſt occaſion, At the ſame time mu- 
tual confidence in the; church is an object of the laſt impor» 


tance. The ſuitable practice of many duties of church fel- l 


lowſhip very much depends on it: nor rr rs mega 


ertion either among church members themſelves, oriiniop= 


poſition to the common enemy he made without it, - Hy 
thing, therefore, ſhould be done to baniſh jealouſy : 
truſt, and fo to confirm and promote confidence in ſuch oles 
cumftances, Confefron by oath is a capital mean of this king's 


Fi g 
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aud thergfore is not" only proper, but in a!/pecial maar 


called for in a'tinie of 'divifien; -* - „ my 
'  Feurthly;" The arts of /edudion are generally then 


common and fortible;  Tho' it muſt be confeſſed wu 


ſhame to the frirnds of truth, there is nothing more vertan 


in fact, than that the patrons of abſurdity — . are - 


uſually moſt zeslous. The power of their party, and the 
propagitids: of their follies ly near their heart. "This ex; 
vile of the ſerpent,” with which they are ofted 


cnerall the pr | 
amply ele vo inveigle filly ſouls. It works in all 


ſnapes conduttveto their dark purpoſes ; ſo that no mari 
ſhould think himſelf ſuſſiciently on his guard agaioſt their 
tubtilty.'” All have treacheroùs hearts, ready to embrace 


temptations to turn from their ſtedfaftneſs and yield them= 


ſelves a prey to the geceiver. Should we then flight any 
mean of ſectrity ard eſtabliſti ment in ſo trying a me? 
Will this confi fBwitlf a holy fear of ourſelves, or due xe 
gard to the viſe and grace of God in providing for df 
eſervativn ?"Cav 
y fuited for tortiſymg us againſt ſnares, and | 


Tndnfing has many things in jt remarks- 


ſhould on noaceount be neglected in ſoch a time. To hir 
we may add 3 , "1 T7732 240 os en. Re 
3 Fi Division. in the very nature of th \multi- 


Chriſtians, and as greater the keenoelſs of ſpirit” 


. 
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pli:s and tcreaſes vHHructiont in the way of reformation, 
The eater the differences of. opinion ere Projeliect | 
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det Lots 6 r baht eie theat' fiigpoſts dur 6Mi- 
to MF them vi proper occativns : and hen 


the tal fouder than ifi the citeninftinices now men- 
_ G « If thou wilt return unto me, O Ifrael, 


ith. 7 OA Ag unto me. And thou ſhalt 
of, Leap liveth, n truth, in judgment, 
F4 tad. roy ry We are to fwear that 


EE pong 8 8 gods of the nations, 

05 ther e il 4 Bot of Ft ſuch perfection as the word 

to him; which implies, in general, that we 

are, in ca ſolemm manner, to confefs his name in 

un te extent of it, in oppofition to every doctrine, 

n or praltice, that would ae aud falſify 
1 or ' 1 

It would be ſtrange indeed; if men may {wear al- 

| were to theit lawful ſovereign; when bis territo- 

| 2 | ries 


2 are agitated, the 3 are e the difficulties ia 
way of our duty. They have a'magifeſt tendency to 
vrage the beft in mon#ging their teflimory, We are 
fer looking 40 vifble probability of ſucceis z as if that 
8 AJ ol our h that the Lord will ariſe and 


Sion, or wefe at leaſt the rule of our conduct. 
hen this eceordingly is awanting from diviſion, as well 
as other conſiderationt, how often do our ſpirits fink under 
= ion that all endeavours are in vain ? 7 little have we 
raed. to believe and hope r But have we 
not, on that very account, the greater nee every mean 
ꝛo excite 8 and reſolution, leſt we turn off altogether 
o fitof ſullen dejection. If all uch means be not called 
it is an 22 we allow obrſelves in ſioking di ſcou · 
1 ts; for a man that withes t riſe ſuperior to them, 
gr Þ 8 every thing for his afhſtavce.. In focial cove- 

he weak 3: have been. Qreygt hned, and the 

feeble Pow confirmed. It hav inſp' 'red en {pines with 
Evurage «nd zeal, and hes oft- been. dee bearing 
down oppoſition, that. appeared almolt nn 84 28 is evi- 
| tot only from ſeripture. bor the. hiſtery of this church 
ia different periods. And it it (till be an ordinance for build- 

| * members in ehe faith, and for ſtruggling ſuc· 
fally with difficulties in the way of { reformation,. we 
the beſt ground to err like fit tak it, * 
in che due or * 
Math, v. 33. + Jer. M. 1, 2. 


(a) 
Ties are invaded bya e enemy, or when his bo 
throne is ſhaken by a formidable rebellion bf his own 
ſubjects, that, chürch- members may not, on like 
occaſions, ſwear fealty to their exalte@ ' Prince 


and Saviour. One would think the argument very 


concluſive from the leſs ro the greater. It muſt be 
ſtrange, if an oath for confirmation ' be an end of 
all ſtrife, that this may not be interpoſed in the high 
concerns of our profeſſion, not when, through the 
treachery and apoſtacy of many, church- members 
are filled with uſpician of one another; or when 
the contention is ſo Bot, whether Go de Ged, or 
Baal be God ; whether this be indeed Chris name, 
or ſomething that ſtands directly oppoſed to ie 
What more ſtrange, than that an appeal to God 
ſhouldbe laxgful in every thing of conſeqdeſſec which 
is the ſubject of debate, and that it ſhould Be un- 
lawful in matters of the greateſt importance t the 
glory of the Redeemer and the ediffcation Gf his 
members, when men will bring them into controver- 
7 ? Might David ſwear that he would all 
s righteous judgments 47 and fhall it be ume 
8 or unlawful bor r us, when we are under the 
ſame rule of life, and under as deep obligations to dia 
vine love and mercy, have as deceitful and backſſiding 
hearts as he, and walk in the midſt of ſnares no bf 
ſubtile and dark, than he? or may perſons warran- 
tably fear to abide by God's truths and ways, avowed 
in their confeſſion, in ferret, but by no means in the 
church by themſelves apart, but upon no confidera- 
riop f in company ny others of the ſame faith and fel- 
» > What, pray, is there in reaſon, £ in 
I — Sor of God 8 make ſuch a differehee 
there not many things in the Ia, cafe to make it Ne- 
lary, Wack are not to be tongd in the 
% 


We find Chriſt himſelf made confelſion this way, 
—open, public confeſſion 5 for when the high men ade 
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bim by the living God to tell them, whether he was 
the Chrit, the Son, of God, Be was certainly ſworn, 


If he anſwered directly to that queſtion, it was u TH 


ſolemn oath ; but © Jeſus ſajd unto him, Thou 
W py ”, that is, Jam indeed the perſon you en- 
This confeſſion, it is true, was not 


quire af 7 
made aich with others; but 45 that does not in the 


leaſt alter the nature of the thing, ſo no other in 


heaven or in earth could join wit b Bim in it. All 


cumpetent to them, muſt have been only a concurring 

declaration of their faith in his confeſſion, th at he was 
indeed the Son of God and the true Meflias, We 
need not inſiſt on this mode of confeſſion in the old 
Teſtament church. It is well known and was often 


practiſed. In the days of Jab, et They entered into 
« a covenant to ſeek the Lan God of their Fathers, 


. with all their heart and with all their ſoul, and they 


6c ware unto the Lord with a loud voice, Aid with 
<« ſhouting, and with trumpets and with cornets. 

< And all Judah” did what? mourned over the 
oath, traduced, queſtioned ox openly denied its ob- 
ligation, or by ignominious hands committed it to 
the flames? No; ſuch ſhocking ſcenes were reſerve. 
ed for other times; 3 all Judah rejoiced at the oath ; 

ce for they had ſworn with all their heart and ſought 
« him with their whole deſire; and he was found 
ce of them, and the Lord gave "them reſt round a» 
« boutj.” In the days of Nehemiah, Every one 
tc having knowledge and underſtanding clave to their 
ce brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curſe, 
« and into an oath, to walk in God's law, which 
7e was given by Moſes the ſervant of God; to ob- 
ce ferve and do all the commandments of the Lord 
<« their God, and his judgments and his ſtatutes {.” 

And we hold it impoflible for the art of Satan him- 
ſelf to ſhew, why confeſſion by oath- was lawtul and 


Proper under that diſpenſation, and is nat ſo now ;- 


or to Point out any one thing Which! made it neceſſary 
: 4 , s 7 hen, 4 


+ Mtb. 3xvi. 63, 64, 1 2 Chron: v. 12, 14 13. 
1 N.? X 28, 29. 3 1 


; . | 
then, which has not equal force news Or what's 
the ſame,—to proye, tho“ it was Hiful” for that 
church to ſwear the Lord liveth in a ſaitableneſs t 
that diſpenſation on proper occaſions, that it is un- 
lawful for the church under the new di f 
in ſimilar circumſtances, It is eaſy for men, ſo di- 
poſed, to pour out a flood of talk upon à pbim che 
are utterly ignorant of, or never made the ſubjetct 
of their deliberate inquiry, exceedingly wide of the 
proper queſtion and argument; and it is alſo caßy, 
to muſter up objections without end againſt any 
piece of ſervice which their hearts hate j eſpecially ii 
unfaſhionable in the world and much maligned by it: 
but an ingenuous mind, free of prejudite, and re- 
conciled to every duty of God's appointment in the 
proper ſeaſon of it, under divine conduct, will on 
obtain all reaſonable ſatisfaction about this duty 
EiGTHL Y, Upon full connviction. The Lord 
calls rione to confefs him at a venture, or upon ahy 
other ground than his own authority. Wherher he 
propoſe the queſtion, who hath require&thefe things 
at your hand ? or our fellow men enquire a reaſon 
of our faith and hope, with ſuck à deglaration "of 
both, we muſt be in readineſs. to make anſwer from 
the word of inſpiration. It is not enough to us, that 
our fathers, more immediate or remote, made ſuch 
a confeſſion either as to the matter or manner of it; 
nor yet that theſe things have been contended for 
by perſons, who, we are obliged to think, have been 
both wiſe and holy. That is a very ſufficient rea- 
ſon why we ſhould not caſt off their principles 
without. due examination, and perceiving clear ſerip- 
ture evidence againſt them. Nay; the 'covenant 
confeſſion of our anceflors, ſo far as agreeable to the 
word, extends irs obligation to us, whether we ap- 
prove or reject, as may be demonſtrated in the clear- 
eſt manner at length; hut ſtill every man muſt be 
fully perſuaded in his own mind from the ſacred o- 
racles about the ſeveral matters of his confeſſion; 
otherwiſe preſuming to make it, is groſs hypocrify to- 
: 4 5 ward 
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wund God, and the. moſt. deteſtable juggling wit li 
men. It muſt be ſo, even on the ſuppoſition, that 
our confeſtion is in all points ſeriptural; al-z hecauſe we 
do not act from judgment and conſcience. | Tho' the 
» Lord;would have us, on fit occaſions, in the mait 
public manner, even to Faye that he liveth he 
means :his ſhould be done in Fuck, in judgment and 
-m-rigkteouſneſs ;—pondering the path of our feet, 
- knowing what. we do, and having our winds fatisf- 
ed in all, points by his word. We ourſelves muſt 
» appear at his bar, aml anſwer for our profeſſion, 2 
well as our converſation.” No man can ſtand there 
proxy; we mult therefore {ce with our own eyes, 
— ewe theſe of any other man. 

This is the order of things pointed out by. Chriſt 
ef The ſpirit of truth which proceedeth 
ce from the Father, he ſhall teſtify of me, and ye 

: 4 1ſo Mall bear witneſs .“ He would bave our 
«teſtimony for him, to be the conſequence of the 
- Spirit's bearing witneſs of him to us, eulightening 
our minds, and ſettling them about every point in 
; our. confeſſion. And in our text, confeſlion with the 
mouth is only to follow: upon believing with the 
heart. Jo confeſs one thing and believe another, 
or be utterly uncertain whether we ſhould believe it 
or not, is a piece of the moſt profane villany. Ves; 
all that engage in this work ſhould be able, in ſome 
. meaſure, to ſay with Peter, in his confeſſion +, we 
\Selieve and are fure of what we thus confeſs in the 
Whole extent of gur teſtimony, In this order the 
- firſt Chriſtians joined in a confefiion of Chriſt. — 
firſt received the word gladly ; they believed 
"he fcripture doctrine concerning him, were fully 
gonvinced of its divine original and of their duty to 
apprar for it, and then, in conjunction with the 
church, they avowed ; it openly f. 
Tou are not by all this to tup poſe we mezn, that 


P tohn xv. 26, 27. 1 jobs vi. bg. ba, e 
4 ACls ii. 4¹, 42. | "Up: * 
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all the confeſſors tnuſt necefiirily have the fame Ud- 
-grees of knowledge about the feveral articles of their 
confeſſion; much leſs that they. muſt hate full aſſu- 
rance of their: poſſeſſing the faith of God's:elefh, or 
be able to difpure for every truth; and anfwer'all the 
objections that men of perverſe minds can ftave #- 
gainſt them, tho! 'the more tkilful in the:word/of 
righteouſneſs and the clearer their evidence;1ſo much 
the better: but we mean, that every man fhould 
have his judgment and tonſcience ſatidfied, that 
theſe are indeed the truths and ordinantes of Uuriſt 


for which he ſtands forth as a ne ſs; admitting no- 


thing into his confeſſion, Which he either diſbælieves, 
or concerning which his mind ia not fufficiently in- 
ſtructed and reſolved : for whatever adv MN 
may propoſe by it, it is not otherwiſe honeſt 
ſonable, and therefore cannot he an — 
vice. This obſervation ſhews; that our confeflidh 
ſhould be the reſult of mature deliberation; 5 
ing, according to our beft ability, the 
made by the church, in which we propoſe to joif, 
with the unerring ſtandard 4 and alfo; that it ſnould 
be the fruit of much fer vent prayer, that in ſor im 
portant a ſtep the Lord may lead us in tlie right 
way, ſenſible of the great darkneis of our mind, and 
how apt we are to wander even in the plaineſt path: 
Without the grace of the covenant no man wilb ſtand 
in the hour of trial; yet only s of this Thazac- 
ter can have the leaſt proſpect of refiſting temptati- 
ons to apoſtacy. Thoſe who make confeſſun to 
pleafe their parents or friends only; out of cuſtom 


no man purfuech them; In al? things, as ot faith, 
ſo our confeſiion muſt ftand not in the pleaſure and 
wiſdom of min, but in the power and winde 1 


God. We only add on this part of the fubject 


NIN TRL I, That our confeffion:thopid. — 


de juſtified by a ſuitable converſation. There is noth- 


ing the Spirit of God is more expreſs or frequent in 


inculcating tliaa this. He inſiſts, if we ſay we aide in 
anne | 


V4 . 
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(6) 
| .Chriſt as revealed in the word, which is the achotint 
ef our confeſſion, that we walk as he alfo walk- 
ec ed,“ ſteering the ſame courſe thro' the world, 
by the Larne rule, and keeping our eye ſteadily fixed 
ion him as our perfect pattern“ That we adorn 
.< the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things,” 
ſhewing that it has taught us «to deny all ungodli- 
e neſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righ- 
et teouſly and godly f:? That we ©« walk worthy 
c of the Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in e- 
very good work m;“ as an evidence that we are 
indeed in Chriſt, and make confeſſion from a living 
Principle of faith in him.—He puts a ſevere and laſt- 
ing fizma upon thoſe of another courſe, “who pro- 
4 feſs that they know God” and ſo would have oth- 
ers to believe they are accepted in his fight, „ but in 
4 works deny him, being abominable and diſobedi- 
« ent, and unto every good work reprobate 5.“ 
Men of this ſtamp were a grief of heart to holy Paul, 
and made his eyes a fountain of tears. Many walk 
ee of whom I have told you often, and now tell you 
e even weeping, that they are the enemies of the 
«croſs of Chriſt |.” While they pretend to be 
its moſt zealous, if not its only friends, it is plain 
they hate it in their hearts, and make open war upon 
it under a maſk of friendſhip, and fo their end muſt 
be the heavieſt deſtruction. 
Let our confeſſion be, in all reſpects, as ſcriptural 
as can be fuppoſed, without the fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs in our walk, it muſt be as ſmoke in God's noſ- 
trils. By the untender diſorderly conduct of many 
profeſſors, they do what they can to make his glory 
vile, and ex _ the confeſſion of the church to the 
contempt — deriſion of the world. It is on the 
matter to maintain, if they have /ound and orthodox 
heads, the moſt holy God allows them to retain as 
. rotten hearts and converſation as they pleaſe; that if 


hy 


1 4 obs f ii. 6 + Tit. ii. 10, 12. Gal 1 3 = 
IT. i ii. =_ | Phil, ili. x8, 4 | | 
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they be only noiſy enough in their - confeſſion, they 
are at full liberty to proclaim Chriſt' the niinifter of 
fin, tho' it was his great errand into bur world to 
ſave his people from it. All the indignities done tb 
him by the infidel part of mankind do not accumu- 
late one half of this guilt, nor ſhall they fink them 
ſo deep in the pit of perdition. At the ſame time it 
is eaſy to ſee, that they can employ no mean ſo effec- 
tual to defeat eyery valuable end of their confeſſion; 
they Leon with the one hand, what they build 
with the other: nay, they employ both hands to raze 
to the foundation, what they once fet up as a monu- 
ment of their pretended faith, and thus are convin- 
ced and judged of all to be the moſt heinous tranf- 
greſſors. The greater part of thoſe around them 
cannot enter into their confeſſion; they neſther uu- 
derſtand it, nor have they any ſkill to uſe the balan- ' 
ces of the ſanctuary in which it is to be weighed. 
Their confeſſion may be right or wrong for them. 
Moſt probably it is wrong, becauſe it Is diſſiked by 
the multitudez but they care for none of theſe things. 
If they have as much religion as wil Tecure them *- 
* the penalty of human laws, let eternity ſhift 
or itſelf. But theſe very perſons are quick enough 
to ſee when the lives of church members run againſt 
the whole tenor of their confeſſion, | and, offend 
perhaps againſt the plaineſt dictates of reaſon. f 
their creed be above them, their courſe is maniſeftt 
and level to their capacity. It were well if the mat- 
ter went no farther than to call ſuch men hyporrites, 
as moſt eertainly they are, and of no refitiement eſth- 
er; but, alas Y'all the filth ſcraped together from 
theſe naughty confeſſors, is ſure to be caſt in the 
face of Chriſt himſelf, his people and work. "They 
invite the world, ready enough of themſelves, to * - 
ſpeak evil of the good ways of the Lord: 'Inftead'sf * 
aining to his intereſts, they caſt the greateſt ſtum- 
ling blocks in the way of enquiring after them. — 
So much for a ſhort view of that πτο f Chriſt, 
that we are bound to make and maintain. 
es, © 17:8 D 2 a We 
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We nw proceed to fate the obligation to ſuch a 
toafeffion. It is what we awe to Cunts, to the 


«barch,,to the ſaints that baus gone before, to the 


and, ta the r Ang generation, and to ourſelues. , - 


Fins r; It is what we owe to Chri ifs and that 
hath i in point of gbaience and gratitude. 

In point of obedience, He has bound it upon us, 
as an indiſpenſible duty, in ſundry texts before quot- 
ed. When he commands Sion to confeſs her God, 
he enjoins us to do ſo, When he ſhews how accep- 
table a confeſſion of his name before men is, his 
words contain not only encouragement, but they 
Have the force of a command. When he threatens 


thoſe who are aſhamed of him, and of his truth and 


Ways, he calls upon us in the moſt explicit and ſo- 
Iemn manner to avow him. In all theſe paſſages, 
where we are charged to contend, to Arive together 


for the faith of the goſpel, and che like, an honeſt 
canſelſian of faith is implied and injoined ; for, be- 


.Gdes ther things, this is one leading way in which 
we are to ſtand forth in its defence. Now, when 
we call Chriſt our Lord and Maſter, we ſay well, 
he is ſo indeed: but then it is neceſſary in this caſe 
that we attend to, and perform the things that he 
fays. Without this, while we own-his authority in 
words, in fact we eaſt off our dependence upon him, 
our ſudherklon to him, and affirm that we are our 
own. His will in all things fhould be our law even 
When we cannot fatisfy ourſelves, why he requires 


_ this or the other piece of ſervice. But in the mat- 


ter before us, there is no room to heſitate ; becauſe 
ſuch a confeſſion is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh and fepa- 
rate his intereſt from eve ing oppoſite to it. 
When he calls us to confefion, it is no more than a 
dall to take part with him openly, in oppoſition to 
be god of this world, under whatever form he ap- 
pears to the hurt of bis work and glory. And ſhall 


+ any of us have the prefumption-to decline fuch a to- 


ken of our allegiance and ſubjection? Are we his 
ben, and will we inſiſt on not being diſj- 
188 3 tinguifhed 
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tmguiſhed from his enemies by an open ſcriptural 
confeſſion, but contend for being viſibly ranked withi 
them. In his judgment, which is always according” 
to truth, he that gathereth not with him, let his enn 
cuſe be what it may, ſcattereth abroad *. 2 
It is what we owe bim in point of grand 
Great favours always infer great obligations upon 
thoſe to whom they e e and not to acknbuwe 
ledge is to deny them. And have not Chriſt's gra- 
cious thoughts and doings to his people gone far a4 
bove all thoughts ? Who will pretend to reack their 
height or to reckon them in order? Did he not un- 
dertake their cauſe, when, in the hand of the whole 
creation, it was utterly deſperate? Did he not emp- 
ty himſelf and take on him the form of a ſervant for 
their ſake? Did he not ſtoop to the load of all their 
guilt, and anſwer for it at the bar of abſolute puri 
ty and juſtice? Has he not juſtified them, and {þ 
freed them from condemnation and reſtored them te 
divine favour; in ſome meaſure ſanctiſied them, and 
ſettled all the privileges of ſonſhip, even to the 
inheritance of everlaſting glory, upon them? Do they 
not, in a word, owe all they are, all they have, and 
all they hoped for, as Chriſtians, to him as their nee 
ſuffering and now glorified head ? And cam they de- 
ny him any requeſt ? Has he faved tem? And ſhall 
not his glory and intereſts be dear to them? Has he 
made them #e:rs of Gop, and joint heir with HI M. 
SELF at the expence of ſtooping as low as hel And 
can they for ſhame decline to confeſs him in the 
moſt humiliating circumſtances? Rather ſhould they 
not teſtify as Paul, neither count I my life dear, o 
that J may finiſh my confeſſion with joy. 4 rea- 
dy not only to be bound, but to die, at an L 
end in any way, that infinite wiſdom ſees for 
the name of the Lord Jeſus. Such a ronfeſſion in 
all the duties of i it, in any poſſible condition of hard- 
ſhip and danger, is but a poor return of dis 1 
an its fruits. * e 
60 A * N * Saidvriwary, 
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Srcenprr, To the Church. By her very con- 
Bizution, the church is a witneſſin ſociety. She is 
the pillar and ground of truth. Not merely a pillar 
on which the Lord would: have it preſerved, but 
notified to all around. Hence her character drawn 
by her great head himſelf, . Ve are my witneſſes 


_ faith: the Lord “.“ And agrecably to this, his teſti- 
mony and law is placed in her f. In the manage - 
ment of that teſtimony, ſhe is in a ſtate of war; and 


hence ſhe is repreſented as an ( army with banners,” 
not furled, but diſþ/ayed, as being continually in 


action. She is engaged in a teſtimony, which Satan 
and his emiſſaries are employing either their eraft 


or violence, to ſilence and make void; and ſo is en- 

gaged in a warfare for Chriſt againſt the ſerpent and 
his feed. Their attacks have often varied, accord- 

ing to the circumſtances which gave them the faireſt 
probability of ſucceſs; but the artillery in one form 
or another, has ſtill been kept playing upon her from 
age to age; in none more than the preſent, When 
the gates of hell ſeem to have outdone thmſelves; as 


i all former diſappointments had only inſpired them 
with greater courage, and ſuggeſted more artful me- 


thods of addreſs. 

In this cafe, ought not all who wiſh well to her 
cauſe to take her by the hand, in a „aint confeſſton of 
her Lord ? our affiſtance may be ſmall; but what is 
in our power ſhould not be awanting. Are we mem · 


bers of a witneſing ſociety? and ſhall we refuſe to e- 


mit our teſtimony together with our brethren, in all 


ways that are competent and lawful? Are we ſoldiers? 
and will we remonſtrate againſt arming, or fly from 


the ftandard, when the enemy pours in thick and 


„ as if this were the day of deciſion ? How then 


do we betray both Chriſt, and Zion? She is the city 
of our God; and what genuine inhabitant. will de- 


cline to mount the wall or ſtand in the breach, when 
ſhe is ſo furiouſly aſſaulted 7 She is the veſſel in which 


all the Redeemer's intereſts among men are embar lo- 
ed 


»I. wiii. 10. f Pal. Ixxviü. 5, Rev. xii. 17. 
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ed; and what ſhipman-does not run to Hs 

in a ſtorm or in an engagement? She is the ſpouſe 
of Chriſt; and certainly all his friends ſhould bokd- 
ly avow her cauſe, when ſo roughly handled by her 
ad verſaries.—Nay, ſhe is the mother of all who be- 
lieve; and are theſe her dutiful ſons, who will not 
; know her in her oppreſſion or ſorrow ? By our faith. 


ful confeſſion, we come in for her ſupport and enu— 


couragement; intimating that her towers and bulk. 
warks ſhall not be levelled, if we can help it; that 
ſhe ſhall not fink, if we can do any thing to preſerve 
her alive; neither ſhall the be ill uſed, it we can pre- 
vent it; and if ſuffering be her lot, that we are wik 
ling to go ſharers in her calamity. But on che con- 
trary, to reject her confeſſion, is plamly to declare it 
a- matter of indifference to us, though in all things 
ſhe be plowed as a field, and her enemies accompliſh, 
every purpoſe of deſolation; How unlike the con- 
duct of the captives in Babylon, who preferred her 

welfare to their chief perſonal joy, and looked wpon 
' themſelves as waſted in her ſpoil“? or to Paul, who + 
was ready to be offered upon the ſacrifice: and ſer- 
vice of her faith; nor would give place by fubjection, 
ſo much as an hour, that the truth of the goſpel 
might ſtill continue in her f? How offenſi ve it is to 
her glorious head, we learn from the us pronounced 
on them that are at eafe in Zion; and from the 
direction of the angel, © Curſe ye Mero, ſaith 
« the angel of the Lord, curſe ye bitterly the inha- 
ce bitants thereof, becauſe they came not out to the 
e help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord againſt 
« the mighty 1.“ 

TarikDLY, To the faithful in 1 former age. They 
took up their confeſſion of Chriſt, as he framed it to 
their hand, and adhered to it at all poſſible expence 2 
all the weight of the croſs could not frighten, them 
from their duty, nor yet force them to any compros 
miſe with the n They were willing to be acs 

\| 1 counted 
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-evunted the 5 of the world; they took joy full / 
the ſpoiling of their goods; they ſubmitted to be af- 

llicted and tormented: Nay, they loved nat their lives 
to the death, but cheartully parted with them in the 
_ moſt horrid forms of Wage ty that infernal rage could 
deviſe: Why? verily, that the ſtandard of Chriſt 
might be maintain in the wr rid, and his name 
tranſmitted entire to us. To , as inftruments 
in the hand of God, do we owe the 'pofpeli in its p 
rity, and all its privileges. Marked as theſe are 
with their blaed, ſhould not their memory be preci- 
ous and dear to us? It is embalmed in heaven, and 
ſhould be ſavoury to us on the earth. But how is 
this to be teſtified ? How indeed, but by receiving 
their confeſſion and abetting the fame cauſe ? With» 
out this, we conſent to have their memorial blotted 
put from under heaven. We juſtify all the reproach 
and cruelty they met with, and ferve ourſelves heirs 
to all the guilt of their innocent and moſt precious, 
blood. For we arraign both their confeffion and their 

death of folly; —declaring, had we been fo happy as 
to have lived in thoſe days, we would have ff 

ed the dragon in his war againſt them; all this, tho! 
they had the beſt reaion to expect we would not be 
inſenſible of our obligations, but would ſhew kind- 
neſs to them for the ſake of their Lord and their 
cauſe. But, on the other hand, by taking their 
confeſſion and teſtimony upon ourſelves; we. enter 
the moſt ſolemn and expreſs proteſtation againſt all the 
injuries done to their perſons and work; and fo con- 
demn the world for their hatred and cruelty. We 


ee. themſelves live in us; and thus they ſtill 
__ to ſpeak on earth, while they are glorifi- 
ed in heaven. The beaſt ſhall make war againſt 
them, fays John ſpeaking of the witnefles, and ſhall 
overcome them, and kill them ; but after three days 
and a half the Spirit of le from God entered _ 


them, and they ſtood upon their de 4 * bod 4 
* 


A 
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man reſt in their graves, as thoſe of other fits 
till the laſt trumpet ſound ; but they rile again, 
and live in thoſe who come after, in the ſame Spirit, 
'adopting the ſame confeſſion and honourable cauſe, 
for which they ſuffered the loſs of all things. 

- FavRTHLY, To the world, In this reſpect, as in 
other things, we are debtors both to the Few: and 
the Greet, to the wiſe and unwiſe ; to friends and e- 
nemies. Th have an undoubted right to all in our 
power ſor information about Chriſt, his truth aud 
cauſe. In withholding any mean, ſuited, to ſuck an 
end, we do injuſtice to their ſouls, and, in effect, 

bring the blood of them that periſh upon our own 
head : But by a ſcriptural confeſſion of Chriſt, as 
well as byu holy life, or more direct teaching, as the 
Lord gives ability and opportunity, we contribute to 
their ſalvation. It is pur teſtimony, how precious 
the Redeemer is, how pleaſant and honourable his 
ſervice, how inyaluable his truths and ways are. It 
Is one of the moſt expreſs and ſolemn invitations, 
we can poſſibly give them, to fellowſhip with us in 
him. Hereby, according to the beſt of our judgment, 
we ſhew them where Chriſt makes his flock to reſt at 
noon, urge them to come out of Satan's camp. to our 
Lord's ſtandard, call them as ſo many ſtrays in the wil- 
derneſs into his fold; and ſo to a public acknowledg- 
ment of his reign and government. They have, it 
is true, all theſe things ſet before them in the written 


ward in the plaineſt manner, nor are we to propoſe 


the ſubſtitution of our confeſon, in whole or in part, in 
the room of that divine and unerring rule, or attempt 
in the leaſt to infringe its authority and detract from 
its perfection and uſe. Far be ſuch a defigu. But 
our confeſſion is calculated to awaken their attention 
to the things of Chriſt and eternity, influence them 
to enquire after theſe intereſting concerns, a4 def 
cribed in the word, and may be a help to the better 
underſtanding ofthem. It is one way, in Which, 2- 
greeable to our Lord's direction, our candle is put in 
a candleſtick that they which come in may ſee the 


* 
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Fight. Whereas without this, the knowledge we 
have attained of Chrift and his ways, in fo far as 
their edification-is concerned, is in a great meaſure 
put under a buſhel, ſo that none can have benefit by 
it. David, we have ſeen, would ſpeak of God's 
teſtimonies even before kings; and why? not only 
becauſe ſuch an avowal of Go p as his portion, and of 
his teflimanies as the men of bis counſel, was duty in 
itſelf, and made much for the divine glory; but that 
thoſe with whom he was canverfant might fee their 
excellency, and be to their tide. 
Sometimes the Lord has made the confeſſion of 
Ries people remarkably uſeful to the world, as ap- 
pears from the hiſtury of the church in all ages z 
particularly in our own country. It has made ſuch 
impreſſion upon their. mind and heart, that numbers 
have nat only abated their periecuting violence, but, 
being freed from their prejudices, have yielded them - 
ſelves to the Lord, and entred into the ſanctuary 
with thofe, againſt whom their fpirits were moſt 
keenly edged. Is nat this the meaning of that ce- 
lebrated maxim, illuſtrated and confirmed in all ge- 
nerations, the blood of the mat yrs 15 the. feed of the 
church? Their faithful coufeſſion, ſealed with their 
blood, has been a. mean in the hand of God of pro- 

viding the church in greater acceſſions of members, 
and fo a mean of railing up a greater clouct of wit- 
neſſes far the intereſts of her glorious Head. The 
connexion in a paſſage before quoted ſeems much to 
this purpoſe : And thou thall fwear the Lord liv- 
« eth.——And the rations ſhall bleſs. themſelves in 
him, and in him ſhall they glory +;”—Denoting 
the influence that the open and folemn confeſſion of 
the church, through his bleſſing, ſhould have upon 
ſtrangers —thatit ſhould often be a mean of informs 
ing and diſengaging their minds, and accordingly, - 
ot reconciling them to Chriſt and his cauſe. Jo 
multitudes, no doubt, the confeſſion of Chriſtians 


— 
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lias been, and fall will be, utterly loſt, even as thy 
goſpel itſelf ; but even when it has no other fri 
than to excite the hatred and contempt of thework 
we have the conſolation of having done our duty, 
they are rendered — 4 If our conf 
fion be not a mean of leading them to Chriſt, it will 
be a fearful evidence againſt them in the day of his 
coming. 277 4 / 'Ca toe? , . 
Fir Tul v, To the ging generation. What uſe 
many of them may make of it is, another thing; 
but they have a right to expect, that the cauſe and 
teſtimony of Jeſus will be conveyed down to them 2s 
pure and entire, as we received it from our fathers, 
together with all the improvements in reformation 
that the Lord has, or may afterwards honouf us 
with. They have a title to this, not only in com- 
mon with the world at large, but as the ſeed of the 
church, immediately under her care and inſpection. 
It is their 6irth=right z what they have as good. a 
claim to, as children can have tg that portion of 
their father's goods, which legally falls to their ſhare. 
Hence the direction, „walk about Zion, arid go round 
5 about her: tell the towers thereof. Marl ye 
46 welt her bulwarks, conſider her palaces z that ye 
% may tell to the generation following. And elſe- 
where, 4 Ne eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, and 
4 appointed a law in Iſrael, which: he commanded 
« our fathers, that they ſhould make them known to 
their children. That the generation to come might 
<< know them, even the children which ſhould be 
« born ; who ſhould ariſe and declare them to their 
children f.“ The Lord docs not merely alloz the 
preſent generation to act ſo kind a part to that which 
followes, but lays it upon them as a peremptory charge, 
for the negle& of which they muſt anſwer. 
But how is this charge to be kept ? very mach by 
a faithful appearance for that teſtimony and law, or 
ſuch a cenfaſſios of all divine truths and ordinances, 
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a8 we have endeavoured to deſcribe to you. It is . 
thus, that, according to the meaſure- of light and 
grace beſtowed, we ſeparate the chaff from the wheat, 
the precious from the vile,— the truths of God from 
prevailing errors, and his ordinances from the in- 
ventions of men, and ſo preſent them to poſterity. 
It is thus we go round about Zion, as men go round 
the inheritance tranſmitted to them by their fathers, 
and tell the rifing race, what are her towers, bul- 
warks and palaces, which, by the authority of God, 
they are bound to defend even unto blood; and what 
are the works of Satan, that have been raiſed againſt 
them, upon which they are to turn all their zeal. 
Nay ; it is by ſuch confeſſion, as a diſtinguiſhed mean, 
that theſe things are preſerved for the enjoyment and 
uſe of poſterity. Were it not for ſuch confeſſion the 
teſtimony of Jeſus, as it Hes in the word, would 
in a great meafure be eclipſed in the world. Even 
while the facred oracles are preſerved entire and un- 
corrupted, the rifing generation, without ſome ex- 
traordinary interpoſition, might be deprived of al- 
moſt all the precious doctrines contained in them, 
and have no more of the Bible than the ound with- 
out the fe 6 the letters and ſyllables, without the. 
marrow and ſubſtance of — en? ; bycaufe num- 
bers, who gabel to receive the ſcriptures for the 
word of God, ſo cut and carve upon it, ſo twiſt and 
hammer it to pleaſe their fancies, that ſcarcely any 
one doctrine of Chriſtianity has eſcaped their ſacri- 
Jegious hands. So that let the church once drop her. 
confeſſion, and ſhe does much, not only to hinder 
oſterity from knowing what is really the cauſe of 
Chrift, but to deprive. them of it altogether : for. 
this is the great ordinary mean of tranſmitting it 
from age to age. A ftriking inſtance of this we. 
Have in the church of Rome, even in thoſe places, 
where her members have the familiar ufe of the 
ſeriptures in their own language. Inſtead of the 


precious truths of CuRis't, there is ſcarcely any 
thing 


/ 


68 
thing left but cunningly deviſed fabler, or what is worſes 
the dofrine of devils, either for the preſent generati- 


on or poſterity... And let every man | aſk his own 


heart} how cruel it is to debar the riſing race from ſo 
invaluable a treaſure £ ? It would be a fin leſs heinous 
in itſelf for men to embrue their hands in the blood 
of their own children, than do any thing to interrupt 
the conveyance of the truths and cauſe of Chriſt ; or 
to look on with indifference, while others fra to 
commit violence upon them; becauſe in the one caſe, 
they take away their — life only, whereas in 


the other, they ſtand charged with the guilt of at- 


tempting to murder their immortal fouls. 
SIXTHLY, To aurſelves + fer with the mouth 


confeſſion is made unto falvation. . It is certainly our 


duty to be in the uſe of all appointed means for ob- 
taining the knowledge of our union to the perſon 
of Chriſt, and intereſt, in his covenant ; and that 

this be made ſtill more evident. Much of our com- 
fort in this world lies in having and preſerving ſome 
clear evidence of being tranſlated into the kingdom 
of God's dear Son. Now, a ſcriptual confefſron of 
Chriſt, accompanied with tendernets and fruitfulneis 
of converſation, is a proof of that glorious tranſlati- 
on; for no. man can after this manner call Jeſus 
Loxrp, but by the holy Ghoſt. But on the other 


hand; when perſons decline an honeſt confeſſion of 
Chriſt, according to the degree of their light, they 


want one great evidence of their ſaintthip, and ſuch 
as may make them, juſtly ſuſpect all the reſt which 
they continue to hang by. How cruel are we to cnr- 


ſelves, in contributing any thing ty our n in 


darkneſs about ſo important a point? . 
Beſides; is not grow! in holineſs a great privi- 


lege ? Unqueſtionably every believer eſteems it juch.. 
The more like he is to his God, the greater excel- 


lence does he attain, the more fit is he for communion 
with God on earth, and the more meet to .enjoy 
him in heaven. But, in ſtanding off from a. due 


| confeſſion of Chriſt, perions deny themſelves an in- 


ſtituted 
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ſtituted mean of being built up in faith and holi- 
neſs; as much in its place, as if they were to refuſe 
the evening and morning ſacrifice, in ſecret and in 
their families, or were to neglect opportunities of 
thewing the Lord's death at a communion table. It 
cuts off one conduit, as it wete, from the ſpiritual 
life, and ſuch as has often been filled with very abun» 
dant grace to the ſaints. To which we may add, it 
is ſo provoking to a holy God, that in righteous diſ- 
pleaſure he may blaſt, for a ſeaſon, the other means 
of grace and ſalvation which they attend. He will 
not be trifled with, even by his moiſt honoured 
friends. He has it in his power to correct his chil- 
dren with very tharp rods, tho” he will not caſt them 
out of his familv ; and it is no wonder he reftrain 
the influences of his grace when they obſtinately de- 
ny him any part of that homage and ſervice which 
is his due. The Zeros of old would not build the 
Lord's houſe, urging it as a reaſon, tho' indeed it 
was no more than a pretext to their careleſſneſs and 
floth, that the time was not come for ſo weighty an 
undertaking ; and therefore he viſited - them with 
drought and famine. 'The heavens over them were 
{ſtayed from dew, and of courſe the earth was ſtayed 
from her fruit. They looked for much, and lo 
4c jt came to little; and when they brought it home 
tc he did blow upon it *.” The ſame meaſure did he 
appoint them in the days of Malacbi, whenthey rob- 
bed him in tithes and in offerings +. In like man- 
ner may he reſent lack of ſervice in the matter before 
us toward his deareſt children. We believe it will 
be found in fact, that perſons who reſiſt the loudeſt 
calls of word and providence to make confeflion of 
Chriſt, fo far as they have been enlightened, and in- 
dulge themſelves in ſcruples againſt it, have either no 
more than a name to live in the church, or are miſe- 
rably diy and bac kſliden in their exerciſe. Grey hairs 
are here and there upon them, convincing ſymptoms 
| oi a 
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{ſpiritual conſumption, though they may not know At. 
Nay, it is much if they be not ſimilar to the bones 
in the valley of viſion, —ſcattered abroad, and wery 
dry : While che Chriſtian, who ſows to the Spirit 
beſide all waters, is made to flouriſh as the palm-tree 
end grow like the cedar in Lebanon; for the way of 
the Lord has ever been, and ever will be 5 to 
the upright. In public confefſion, particularly, even 
in our own land, has he ſent a plenteous rain that 
refreſhed and confirmed his weary heritage. 'T be 
people of God in general have attained the rechen: | 
cy of Carmel and Sharon. 

This ſubject might be ſuitably improved at Treat 
length, and in much variety; but we muſt not en- 
croach on the time devoted to other exercifes. It 
ſhews | 5 
Firſt, The true nature of confefñon. Ft is not the 

forming of a $929 or the connecting ourſelves with 
a party already formed, in which we may find vent 
for a ſpirit of fattion and pride; but a public avowal 
of Chriſt and his cauſe, according to the beſt judg- 
ment we have been enabled to form of them. We 
do aſſociate with our brethren, and are obliged. by 
our confeſſion to walk with them.in the whole fellow- 
thip of the gotpel ; but we do not pnt ourſelves into 
the power of any man or party. We only declare 
our ſubjection to the authority or Chriſt in, an open 
adherence to his moſt precious intereſts. We do 
not make Siu, but follow the line marked out 
for us in the word of God, for the preſervation of 
the Redeemer's name. And if our connections fall 
off from Chriſt and the truth, inftead of being chain» 
ed to their perſons or opinions, we are at full liberty, 
nay, it is our indiſpenſible duty, not omy to deſert. 
them, but even to turn our confeſſion againit all their 
unſcriptural principles and practices. Where the, 
carcale is, thither will the eagles be gathered togeth- 
er; where the cauſe ot Chriſt is, there opght we to 
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be found, tho? all our former friends ſhould becomt 

vitr enemies for the truth's ſake. | 
Secondly, That making confeſſion of Chriſt is far 
from being a matter of indifferency. It is not an act 
of courteſy, but in many teſpects a juſt and neceſſary 
ſervice. In our times many will be Chriſtians at 
large: Yes, that they will. Any particular diſtin» 
guilhing confeſſion of Chriſt, they hold to be at beſt 
a work of ſupererogation, the neglect of which can 
be no tin, if it be not a diſplay of ſuperlative wiſ= 
dom. Be it ſo; but then we may ſpit in the fate of 
our divine Lord, or aver that the ſcriptures are not 
his word, but ſome curiningly deviſed fable ; the 
church of God is nothing in the world ; nor have 
poſterity any claims upon us. Public confeſſion of 
Chriſt is no doubt liable to much abuſe ; and to the 
very worſt purpoſes it has been abuſed accordingly : 
never more, than when it has been made, in whole 
or in part, the ground of confidence and hope be- 
fore God. But are not the very beſt things open to 
abuſe ? Does this in the leaſt depreciate ſuch confeſ= 
ſion, in its own proper nature and uſe? Men will 
pleaſe themſelves ; they muſt needs be both higher 
than God, and wiſer than he: but theſe words, me- 
thinks, ſhould ſound an alarm in every conſcience 
not ſeared as with a hot iron. Whoſoever ſhall 
te be aſhamed of me gnd my words, iu this adulterous 
« and ſinful generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son of 
« man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the glory of 
his Father with, the holy angels *.” Pretenfions 
to Chriſtianity at /arge are, for the moſt part, no 0+ 
ther than a public renunciation of the Chriſtian name, 
and a bold claim to live without God, and without 
hope in the world. Such pretenders, generally 
ſpeaking, are in fact no better than infidels in opini- 

on, and worſe than many infidels in practice. 
Thirdly, That to trifle with a confeſſion of Chriſt 
is the moſt wanton and perilous folly. With what 
high concerns, with what ſacred obligations do ma- 
ny 
® Mack viii. 34. 
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vy ſport therhſelxves ! g kn ot vanteil.adyiee 
by their godly friends, their public teachers 
relative to their duty an this, y ; nay, they have 
not wanted conviftions, that a. public coukefhon of 
Chriſt with- every pafpble ſpleragity.is exꝑreſty enjoiney 
ed in the word. In ſpite uf all atterapts to ſtiſla thete 
convictions, they have been kept alive, and haunted 
them from morning ta night of a lang time rr, 
haps they have beem.earried by the furde 
on to reſolve un embrating the firſt aꝑportunisy — 


ſented in-providences yet to this day they have not puv 
hand to God's plough in this excrete.  Iniſtgach ob 
offering themſelves in de cavenianting, thy bavo 
not renewed their haptiſmal covenant at the Lande 
table. Why ? not beraufe they have ſom means: of 
information for theſe are at hand in abundance — 
not becauſe they are at a. laſs to ietermine whiat de, 
nomination of Chriſtians to connect themſelves with & 
they have been clear abaut this ſor ſome years 3 a8 
Iqaſt entertain no doubts of their ability to bring this 
point to a very ſatisfactory. iſſus: ut from Yank» 8 
ng{s about their fate 8 God ; they: haps this-is 
_ comfortably ſettled, Qn what account then do:they 

ſtand off? Truly they are not oertam. T 
ſome apology to thoſe whe queſtion them; while 
their own conſciences teſtify ta thaæir face, that: theld 
things have po: weight wirk them. Whether it be 
| they do nqt chuſe to be gazed at, ur that omg olf 
their acquaintance wauld flout qt them, ar that 
they are not in ſome reſpects Brel for life; or that 
they cannot think of p_ than ſelves ta any trou: 
ble in theſe matters, —it is perhaps; impoffihle o 
them ta ſay. I beſe ar the like conſideratidus they 
mutt confels are at the bottom af keeping their d 
tance. May we not then aſk, if this be not the malt es 
gregious 7rifling ĩmaginable r Will you fuffer the ſtass 
or laughter of tools to make continual havoc in v 
conſciences ? Is your condition in life lice to be mae 
comfortable, becauſe you violently burſt God's hatidsg 
as a e unaccuſtomed to the ad, 4 Believe it, 
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God will not be mocked. He is in good earneſt where 


brought into judgment. Chriſt's name ſhall be had 
in remembrance to all generations, tho' you refuſe 
to honour it, —tho' you did all in your power to in- 
fult and bury it; yet ſuch folly thall. be called over 
another day. Continue thus without remorſe, and 
without improving the blood of the covenant for 
pardon, and the conſequence is no ſecret. Ye 
< have ſet at nought all my counſel, and would none 
«of my reproof. 1 alfo will laugh at your calami- 
te ty; I will mock when your fear cometh: When 

{ 4 et your fear cometh as deſolation, and your deſtruc- 
= | c tion cometh as the whirlwind ; when diſtreſs and 
4 anguiſt cometh upon ou. 

-- Fourthly, That it is of ſome importance what our 
eonfeſſion be. Not at all, ſay multitudes. Let 

a a perſon be only a good man, and he need not re- 
gard his profeſſion, whether it be this or that, or 
neither the one nor the other, but fomething diffe- 


ries: will be made after a confeſſion.“ But this ſenti- 


ſequence, whether our confeſſion be regulated in 
all things by the word of God, or take its meaſure 
in many things from the falſe opinions and prevail- 
ing prejudices 'of men ;—whether it reach to the 
intire ſyſtem of divine truth, or reprobate, at leaſt 
overlook many precious articles; whether it be 
fuited to the diſpenſations paſſing over the church, or 
not calculated to gain its important ends, or 
framed as if on purpoſe to defeat them? One would 
think there muſt be an eſſential and everlaſting diffe- 
rence between right and wrong in a confefion of Chriſt 
as In other things; and that, if a ſcriptural confeflioni 
be for his glory, an unſcriptural one muſt be injuri- 
ous to it. An unſcriptural confeſſion is certainly 
worſe than none, by ſo much as a falſe repreſentation 
of the Redeemer's name is worſe than Vlence. Paul 


Was 


* Prov. i. 25, 36, . i 985 


Ke calls you to duty, and will be fo, when you are 


rex.c from both. In the day of judgment, no enqui- 


entis certainly not digeſted. Is it then of no con- 


U 
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is of a vory different a, when he recommends 


holding the myſtery faith in a pure conſcience, 
and that ye. hold fa the: for wif foinkl donde 


faith and love which is in Chriſt Jeſus f. Nay, hie 


is clear, if any teach, and accordingly confeſs, other- 


wiſe than the ſcriptures do, and conſent not to 
wholeſome words, even the words of our Lord Je- 


ſus, and the doctrine hich is accordiug . 
that from ſuch we'ought to withdraw 


dur confeſſion and communion. Good men may 
guilty of many bad things ; but that any man _— 


good, acting in character, and under the guidance of 
the divine Spirit, will regird a confeſſion of Chriſt in 
the abſurd and unſcriptural light in which ſome 
would repreſent it, we ſhall not eaſily believe. It 


involves ſuch a contradiction, that whatever be ſaid 


of corruption, grace muſt be incapable of it. What 


particular queſtions will be put in the great day ol 
deeifion, it is not for us to know. This the day it 


ſelf muſt declare: but it ſeems plain, that a thorough. 


ſcrutiny will be made into the conduct of every man 
and accordingly what part he acted ſor the declara- 
tive glory of God upon earth ; what account he made 
of Chriſt's name, and how he carried toward it in 

all things. If a canfeſſion of Chriſt be neceſſary, and 
if the word of God be, the rule of our confeſſion" as 


of our converſation,—how or. why, our confeſſion 


ſhould not paſs under review, we ſhall leave to yon: 
conſideration. 

Fifthly, The fin of apoſtacy from a ſcriptural con- 
feſſion. In ſame reſpect, better not vow an adhe- 
rence to Chriſt and his intereſts, than vow and not 
pay. To caſt God's cords behind our back, after 


having willingly, and with our own bands faſtned 
them, is in the moſt audacious manner to ſet the 


Almighty at defiance. Whether confeſſion be made 


in the form of a vow and oath, or not, in the-nature. - 


of the thing, it is always implied; and after this to 
turn away, is to add villainous per fidy to all the other 
F 2 


aggras 


+ 1 Tim. iii. 9. 2 Tim, i. 13. II Tim. vi. a, 4. 
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dealing n No very; the backfider in 
yg. ry OHA ern own ways - II on 
wickemneſs ſhall correct him, and his BackAlidings 
Hall rei him: he ſhall zn. and fee, that it is 
an -evil thing and bitter, chat he has forfaken the 
Lord his God gp. It is ſuch an one may 46- 


ire little credit with the world; theo? often that vo- 


A altar; where many have offered their faith and con- 


Kiener, has abhrred them. He may receive applauſe 


from men that are equally enemies to the truth, ani 
of the ſame perſicdious way with himſelf ; o' hen 
moeſt regaled with thb incenſe, ' his very aſſociates 


deſpiſe Him in their heart: for it is no uhcommon 


thing for men to hate and deſpiſe that in another, 
which they approve in themſelves. He may provide 
# Bitte better for his worldly intereſts 3 the” veither 
in this refpe& is apoſtacy always ſucceſtful. But a- 
las] when the gain is greateſt, it is fili 4 miſerable 
bargain. | Lon have the praiſe of men, and ruſſi u- 
pon divine diſpleaſure; You accumulate the wages. 
of unrighteouſneſs, and if the fecret blaſting curſe of 


providence do not blow upon it, as it has often done, 


Pet you treaſure up wrath againſt the day of wrath; 

and the revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God. Even in this world has apoſtacy erected fears 
ful monuments of divine nee. As really as 
ever a criminal fell a facrifice to the laws of his coun- 
try on the r as really, and in diffe- 
rent ways, has a holy hung up perfidious back - 
fliders, a hideous ſpectacle a. Ho. wortd and the 
churches. When perſons are dear to the Lord, a- 
poſtacy thall not go uppanifhed. He will not caſt 
them out of his covenant and family; but he has 
rods of various kinds and of different es to chaſ- 
tiſe their folly ; and ſooner or later hall ſome of the 
WMarpeſt of thefe be applied. Petey paid dear for 


his apoſtacy, and ib did Solomon. Tt is the fame fin 


Kill, and cannot fail of fimilar correction. | 


Frev. xiv. 14. ler. 8,39. 


_ -bggravations of vur offence. Shall fucti trescherous 
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Sixtbiy, A warrant for the ſolemn work, in which 


"A a confidirabte Winibebare” this diy to be employed. 
What a ſtrange noiſe-46es covenanting often make 


through a whole country fide! Almoſt all the inha- 


bitants are in a'ferment; as if a band of rovers, who | 


turn the world upſide down, were come among them. 
What head is not filſed with ſpeculation ? and what 


tongue does not ring with the ſingularity of it; with 


the folly or the fin uf it? One maintains, yo 

as well affirm, that the Son of God has not come 
the fleſh, and put an end to the beggarly elements 
of this world 28 engage in fuch exerciſe. -Atiother, 


that it is the very worſt branch of Popery ; at leaſt, 
ſays a third, it is an act of fuperſtition hd will-wor- 
thipz and one great miſchief of it, returns 4 fourth, 


is, chat it raiſes a wall of partition, and a very extra- 
ordinary one, between Chriſtians. O the times! A 


duty ſo clearly enjoined in the unalterable rule of 
righteouſneſs; and ſo often practiſed by 'the- ſaints 
with ſpecial - marks of divine approbation 1 That 
very work, which was once reckoned no ſmall part 
of the glory of Scotland, through all the reformed 
churches, - accompanied with an abundant, even an 
extraordinary effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, followed 
with moſt glorious times of reformation, and in 
which multitudes of all ranks thought it ther honour 
to be employed What is there here, my brethren, 
to excite ſo much admiration, to open the ſhiites for 
ſuch a torrent of reproach, and engage you in coitning 
fo many hard names ? no more than avouching the 


Lord to be our God, expreſſing our reſolution thre” 
grace to walk in his ways, according to the revela- 


tion made ofhim in his own word, by ſolemn oath 3 


that is, ſach a confeſſion of Chriſt as we have endea- 
| youred to deſcribe'to you. And we appeal to every 


ferious unprejudiced mind, whether this work merits 
ſuch cenſure at the hand of any. We believe, tlizt 
many ſpeak evil of it, becauſe they have not conſi- 

dered it. They ſee it is uncommon, They hear 


perfons whom oy eſteem for their knowle ige, their 
1 18 reli- 
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religion and tenderneſs, much prejudiced, againſt it 

They enter into their ſentiments and uſe their Wag 
guage, they know not upon. what grounds. We 
beg you will be at ſome pains for your better infor- 
mation; and we are perſuaded, if your inquiries are 
well directed, and perſiſted im with a mind open to 
conviction, you will form a very different, judgment 
of the work of this day from what you have been ac- 
cuſtomed to. But if men are reſolved to give them- 
ſelves no trouble to enquire into the nature of this 
duty, ſhame ſhould oblige them to be ſilent, and 
not ſpeak evil of what they muſt confeſs themſelves 
ignorant of. And if any are determined to conſider 
it only in the light of ſophiſtry and miſrepreſentation, 
yielding themſelves a prey to them — 4 inclination 
and intereſt it is to deceive, they muſt take their 
courſe. We ſhall not in the leaſt, it is hoped, be 
moved by their rage and reviling, Let God be true 
in requiring ſuch a confeſſion of Chriſt, though thoſe 
who oppoſe and reproach ſhould be found falſe wit- 
nefles againſt him and his work, Let them pleaſe 
themſelves and cenſure us as freely as poſſible, we 
hope to be acquitted at an higher bar. A gracious 
God will not condemn.. us in what he allows and 
requires. His people have been led to it with ſpecial 
marks of his approbation both in former and in lat- 
ter times; and why ſhould we not expect great 
things to day for his own name's ſake? 

A ſhort exhortation to thoſe who are now to make 
a very ſolemn confeſſion of Chriſt ſhall conclude this 
diſcourſe. _ 

Wx are perſuaded of you, niy brethren, that you 
are come this length in conſequence of your conſci- 
ences being impreſſed with the authority of God in- 
joining it, and as the fruit of much prayer; for this 
is the appointed order. Be concerned for a believing _ 
heart in this exerciſe ; knowing that without faith it 
1s impoſlible to pleaſe God, Whatſoever is not of 
faith is ſin. Without this, the main thing i in your 


ſer vice is a wanting; and your confeſſion will be an a- 
| bomination 
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5omination in God's fight. 'Your hearts muſt be 
lifted up with your hands to God in the heayens. 
Your confeſſion ſhould be an outward ex prefſion of 
what paſſes there. Let your whole ſoul Noſe witlt 
the — of Chriſt, and with a three one God in 
him. Reteive him in the whole extent of his me- 
diatory character, particularly as the Lord your vi 
teouſneſs, by whom alone we can be emboldene * 
any ee unto God; Is not faith his gift? Is 
he not the author and finiſher of ix? Is it not his 
racious promiſe laid before you as the ground of ex- 
pectation, © Surely ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I 
« righteouſneſs and ſtrength *;” His Spirit can ſub- 
due the moſt unbelieving, and open the moſt cloſed 
heart. 

Take heed that your eye be | ngle „that your con- 
feſſion be not in any reſpect to be ſeen of men, to 
ſupport a character, to pleaſe a natural conſcience, 
or any thing of a like kind. With a heart circum- 
ciſed to love precious Chriſt, and with a Ready eye 
to his glory as your great and chicf end, are Tour ad 
{tand up and confeſs him before this afſembly. . 
aim lower than the glory of your Reba) will s 
like the fly in the ointment, which will make it fen 
forth a ſtinking favour. If the eye be ſingle, the 
hole body will be full of light; but when the eye 
is evil, the whole body is full of darkneſs. The 
Lord ſearcheth the heart and trieth the teins of the 
children of men. Your principles and views cannot. 
be hid from him: and at the ſame time he alone can 
rectify what is wrong in either of theſe. Beg that 
his love may be ſhed forth abundantly in your heart 
at this time 'by the Holy Ghoſt ; that will Kindle a 
flame of divine affection in your breaſt toward him. 
Iufiſt that he would clear, direct and fix your 
eye. „ And the Lord thy God will circumciſe thine 
« heart, to love the Lord thy God with all thine 
oe" © heart t, is his on engagement; and fo is the en- 
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|  Couragingdeclaration}elſeyherc, inqwhich grace ia 
hel put, both to direct your aim, and. eſtahlüh your; © 
- . eonhtdence. in his ſervice 3 „ At that day ſhall a 
man look to his Maker, and his cyes ſhall have, 
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eb reſpec} to the Holy One of Ifrael*,”, Thus 
EI ee 
. your confefſion of his name, be, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe,, 


he called to ſo honqurable and:pleaſant work. Chriſt. 
is in{initely worthy of you, and of all that You are. 
and have. He loxeth. a chearful giver ; nor ſhall a- 
ny. other be accepted. Such is the natural averſion 
of. the heart to God and duty, that often it never, 
diſcovers more reluctance than when on the N 
point of ſervice; while Satan makes it his buſineſs 


to caſt all obſtructions in the way: but a new breath- 
ing of the Spirit will ſubdue every thing of this Kind, 
and make the whole ſoul like the chariots of Ammi- 
nadab. The promiſe may be as much truſted to and 
urged, in your ſocial and public, as in your ſecret and 
pevſobal edication, „thy pcople ſhall be willing;in 
© the day of thy power.“ | ee 
Beware of ring in this appearance and contef- 
on. Do not imagine that it will excuſe you in any 
degree for an unholy life. It will, on the contrary, 
3dd to your obligations to perfect holineſs in the 
fear of the Lord. Neither are you to ſuppoſe, it 
pill make any part of your righteouſnels for pardon, 
acceptance and eternal life, now, or in the future 
Allow not the moſt diſtant thought of 
is once to enter your heart. None can be to you, 
in Chriſt's ſtead ; nor muſt any duty whatever come 
in for a ſhare in bis glorious ſurety righteouſneſs. 
In his croſs alone may we glory. It is only in. the 
faith of forgiveneſs, and of our right to the heavenly 
inheritance thro him, that you can acceptably con; 
feſs him; and where this is, there wall alſo be an utter 
- Ienunciation of all confidence in the fleſh. A cons | - 
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a Free- will offering; bag it your privilege to, 
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count with all ſorts of hardſhips in abiding 
confeſſion, and proſecuting the ends of it. A ſtrong 
party in your own boſoms will give you continual 
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God is to ly down in ſorrow+. Let the tepreſenta- 
tion our Lord makes of this caſe, repreſs every works 
ing of the legal and proud heart. Many will fay 
« to me, Lord, Lord, "have we hot prophefied in 
tc thy name, and in thy name have caſt out deyils, 


«and in thy name done many wonderful works? 


« And then will I profeſs to them, I never knew you. 


« Depart from me ye workers of iniquity $.” In 


one word T 
Let me remind you, that you are to lay your ac- 


diſturbance. Satan and his agents will encompaſs 


order to weary out the ſaints of the Moſt Hightin 
time paſt, that you have no ſecurity againſt | 
perſecution of one kind or another will be your lot. 


- 
* 
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It as much attends a godly man in this evil world, s 
the ſhadow does the body, We hope you have 
therefore counted the coſt, Looking. away from 
e is upon the grace of the 
new covenant lodged in Chriſt your head. Withovt * . _ 
this you can do nothing. Tou will neither vow ac 
ceptably upon this occaſion, nor.make conſcience of - 
performing what you have vowed. You will not 
make an approved confeſſion, nor wilt your after 


yourſelves, your dependenc 


walk juſtify your confeſſion. But by this 
ſtrengthening, you can do all things. There is no 


duty of any kind, in any cireumſtances, but it will 


F- help you to perform. There is no burden of what- 
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ever weight or ſize but it will enable you to bear. 
| N 2 
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you on every hand. Whatever they have done in * 


ſoſſion is good and indiſpepſibly neceſſary an its places 
but curſed. is that man who makes it; or any thmg * 
done by him his Saviour. This is. to walk in the + 
light of his own fire and ſparks that he hath kindled, 
and. all he has to expect at the hand of a righteous 
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mins yourſelves, and wich your Seed, 
þ ini in n aſſurance fixed on this grace, fay, 1 
will go in h ſtrength of the Lord God, r 
5 of thy gp even of thine bel ive" 
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